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United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

January 6, 2017
Dear Members of Congress:

As organizations committed to the civil and human rights, health equity, and
well-being of Latinos/as, our families, and our communities, we the 40
organizational members of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda (NHLA),
urge you to oppose all efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA) without
simultaneously passing a plan that ensures our community will have the same
access to affordable health insurance and care. We also insist that you oppose
any measures defunding Planned Parenthood health centers or other abortion
providers that Latinos/as rely on for high quality care.

Planned Parenthood health centers have played a vital role in ensuring quality
reproductive healthcare for low-income women and women of color, including
Latinas. Any attacks on Planned Parenthood health centers and other abortion
providers threaten to unravel the reproductive health safety net that
our Latino/a community relies on for trusted care. We have already seen such
efforts in Texas when the state legislature authorized the “affiliate rule” that
barred all Planned Parenthood health centers from receiving state funds. In
2012, the first full year following the devastating cuts to family planning funding
and implementation of the “affiliate rule,” Texas met only 13 percent of the
need for publicly funded contraception—less than half of national totals for the
same year.' In fact, a recent study in the New England Journal of Medicine shows
that defunding Planned Parenthood in Texas led to a 35% decline in women on
Medicaid starting the most effective methods of birth control and a dramatic
27% spike in births among women who had previously had access to injectable
contraception.”

Defunding Planned Parenthood health centers would have a devastating impact
on the Latino/a community itself. In 2014 alone, 23 percent of Planned
Parenthood patients were Latino — over half a million people. For many Latinas,
regardless of immigration status, Planned Parenthood health centers and other
family planning clinics are the only healthcare providers they will see.
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Thanks to the ACA, over 4 million Latinos/as were able to gain coverage." This and other gains
the Latino/a community has seen in terms of healthcare are threatened by a repeal of the ACA.
Seventeen million Latinos have gained access to preventive health services without cost sharing,"
including cervical cancer screenings and contraception. Cervical cancer is highly preventable but
Latinas have the highest cervical cancer incidence rates nationally.” Due to the ACA, researchers
have found that women under the age of 26 have been diagnosed at earlier stages of cervical
cancer.” Prior to implementation of the contraceptive coverage benefit, 57 percent of Latinas
between the ages of 18 to 34 struggled with the cost of prescription contraception, " a barrier
to consistent usage and a factor in unintended pregnancy. Overwhelmingly, Latinos/as support
the ACA. In fact, 71 percent of Latino/a registered voters before the 2016 election said that the
ACA is working well and should remain as it is or that it is working well and can be improved by
decreasing out of pocket costs.”" The ACA has opened the door to meaningful access to
affordable, quality, culturally competent health coverage and care, including reproductive
healthcare, for Latinos/as.

As members of the Latino community, we will not tolerate any attempts to cut our family and
community off from quality, affordable health care and stand with the undersigned organizations
to protect this right for Latinos/as and other persons of color. We strongly urge you to oppose all
proposals to defund Planned Parenthood health centers and block patients from access to care.

We stand ready to work with you on a replacement plan that precedes any efforts to repeal the
ACA and that will build upon the gains of the ACA that our community has experienced.

We, the undersigned organizations, believe it is critical for the following priorities be
incorporated in a replacement plan if repeal is advanced:

1. Ensure affordability and accessibility of health insurance for all, including federal
subsidies for all individuals and support for Medicaid.

2. Maintain the preventive services requirement of the ACA, including those related to
women’s health care, such as contraception, and the requirement to provide coverage of
maternity and newborn care. Additionally, maintain the ACA provisions that have
improved access to medications, mental health, opioids, oral health, and chronic disease
care, including home health benefits and services.

3. Support patient centered, culturally and linguistically appropriate coordinated care.

4. Support safety net clinics, hospitals, and medical practices with federal Medicaid
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funding.

5. Expand programs that increase diversity of the Latino health workforce by continuing
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) federal programs for recruitment,
training, such as, the National Health Service Corps, and National Institutes of Health
(NIH) research initiatives that center the professional development of providers and
researchers from communities of color.
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ann Marie Benitez, Senior Director
of Government Relations, at National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health
at annmarie@latinainstitute.org.

Signed,

Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas
National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health
Co-Chair, Health Committee, National Hispanic Leadership Agenda

Llors P

Elena Rios, MD, MSPH
National Hispanic Medical Association
Co-Chair, Health Committee, National Hispanic Leadership Agenda
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